
Australia, often referred to as the “Land Down Under,” is a vast 
and diverse country that offers a unique blend of natural wonders, 
bustling cities, rich cultural heritage, and unparalleled adventure 

opportunities. From its iconic landmarks to its remote wilderness, 
Australia caters to every type of traveller, making it a must-visit 

destination.

Mainland Australia is the world’s largest island but the smallest 
continent. The country is divided into six states and two territories. 

Let’s explore what makes each one so special.

Destination guide to stunning Australia



Several major airlines offer flights from the UK 
to Australia, providing a range of options for 
travellers. Direct flights are available with Qantas 
making the journey from London Heathrow to 
Perth more convenient. 

Other popular carriers, including Emirates, 
Singapore Airlines, and Qatar Airways, provide 

one-stop flights via hubs in Dubai, Singapore, and 
Doha, allowing for flexible routing options and 
potential stopover experiences. 

For the best deals, booking 6 - 9 in advance is 
recommended, particularly for travel during peak 
seasons from November to February
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Best Time to Fly

Travel is most affordable 
during May and September, 

with fewer crowds.

Booking Tips

Book 9-11 months in 
advance to secure the best 

rates, especially during peak 
seasons.

Average Flight Cost

Approximately £1,000 
(2023-2024), varies with 
season and booking time.

Flight Duration

Sydney:  22 hours 

Melbourne: 22.5 hours.

Perth: 20 hours.

Brisbane: 21 hours.

Getting there



A seasonal guide

Australia’s vast size and diverse climates mean each season brings unique 
opportunities to explore its landscapes, wildlife, and culture. From the 

tropical north to the temperate south, here’s a guide to planning your trip 
based on the best experiences each season has to offer.
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Ideal destinationsIdeal destinations

Australia’s winter varies greatly depending on the region. While 
the northern states enjoy mild, dry weather, the southern parts 

experience cooler temperatures, making it ideal for winter sports 
and wildlife encounters. This season also brings fewer tourists to 

many destinations, offering a quieter travel experience.

Autumn brings a cool change to many parts of Australia, with 
pleasant temperatures and a more relaxed pace. This season 
is ideal for exploring vineyards, enjoying scenic drives, and 
experiencing Australia’s natural beauty with fewer crowds.

Sydney, New South Wales  •  Great Ocean Road, Victoria 

Gold Coast & the Whitsundays, Queensland  

Sydney, New South Wales  •  Perth & the Coral Coast, Western Australia

Cairns & the Great Barrier Reef, Queensland

Summer Travel Tips

Pack Sunscreen and Stay Hydrated: Australian summer temperatures can be 
intense, so sun protection and hydration are essential.

Book in Advance: As the high season, accommodation and flights fill up quickly, 
particularly around the holidays, so early booking is recommended.

Queensland Great Ocean RoadSydney Perth

Great Barrier Reef Cairns

SUMMERSPRING



WINTER

Ideal destinations

Australia’s winter varies greatly depending on the region. While 
the northern states enjoy mild, dry weather, the southern parts 

experience cooler temperatures, making it ideal for winter sports 
and wildlife encounters. This season also brings fewer tourists to 

many destinations, offering a quieter travel experience.
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Kakadu National Park

New South Wales Kakadu National Park

The Kimberley

Kakadu National Park, Northern Territory

The Kimberley, Western Australia  •  Snowy Mountains, New South Wales

AUTUMN

Ideal destinations

Autumn brings a cool change to many parts of Australia, with 
pleasant temperatures and a more relaxed pace. This season 
is ideal for exploring vineyards, enjoying scenic drives, and 
experiencing Australia’s natural beauty with fewer crowds.

Barossa Valley

Uluru National Park Adelaide Hills

Tasmania

Barossa Valley & Adelaide Hills, South Australia

Uluru, Northern Territory  •  Tasmania
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Australia’s seasons offer something unique for every type of traveller. Whether seeking 
sun-soaked beaches, scenic hikes, cultural festivals, or wildlife encounters, timing your trip 
to the season ensures the best experience across this stunning and diverse continent.

NORTHERN REGIONS

SOUTHERN REGIONS

QUEENSLAND  •   NORTHERN TERRITORY  •   NORTHERN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

NEW SOUTH WALES  •   VICTORIA  •   TASMANIA  •   SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Best Time: April to September (Dry Season), offering clear skies, lower 
humidity, and accessibility to natural attractions.

Best Time: December to February (Summer) for beach experiences, 
March to May (Autumn) for wine tours, and June to August (Winter) for 

cooler weather and snow sports.



New South Wales
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New South Wales (NSW) is a dynamic state blending iconic 
city attractions with breathtaking natural landscapes. Its 
capital, Sydney, is famous for landmarks like the Sydney 
Opera House and Sydney Harbour Bridge, alongside 
stunning beaches such as Bondi and Manly, perfect for 
sunbathing, surfing, and coastal walks. Beyond Sydney, NSW 
offers diverse experiences: the Blue Mountains’ dramatic 
cliffs and eucalyptus forests provide a serene escape, while 
the Hunter Valley entices wine enthusiasts with its renowned 
vineyards and cellar doors. For a laid-back coastal vibe, 
Byron Bay captivates with its pristine beaches, vibrant arts 
scene, and picturesque sunsets, making NSW a destination 
rich in both urban energy and natural beauty.

Top Attractions

Sydney: Iconic landmarks like the Sydney Opera House and 
Sydney Harbour Bridge are must-sees, while Bondi and 
Manly Beaches are perfect for beach lovers and surfers.

Blue Mountains: A UNESCO World Heritage site with hiking 
trails, scenic cliffs, waterfalls, and eucalyptus forests. Ideal for 
nature and adventure seekers.

Hunter Valley: A premier wine region known for its cellar 
doors, gourmet dining, and scenic vineyards.

Byron Bay: Known for its laid-back vibe, stunning beaches, 
and vibrant arts scene. Visit for surfing, markets, and coastal 
views.



Victoria, Australia’s southeastern state, is renowned for its 
cultural capital Melbourne and its breathtaking coastal and 
mountain landscapes. Melbourne itself is a vibrant hub, 
celebrated for its street art, laneways, coffee culture, and 
rich arts scene, including iconic events like the Melbourne 
International Comedy Festival and the Australian Open. 
Beyond the city, Victoria’s natural wonders await: the Great 
Ocean Road, one of the world’s most scenic coastal drives, 
winds past dramatic cliffs and the famous Twelve Apostles 
rock formations. Inland, the Yarra Valley offers exceptional 
wine-tasting experiences, while the Grampians National Park 
provides rugged mountain vistas, Aboriginal rock art, and 
wildlife encounters. This blend of urban sophistication and 
natural beauty makes Victoria a captivating destination for 
any traveller.

Top Attractions

Melbourne: Discover Federation Square, Queen Victoria 
Market, and the city’s renowned laneways.

Great Ocean Road: Scenic coastal drive featuring the 
Twelve Apostles.

Grampians National Park: Known for scenic hiking trails, 
Aboriginal rock art sites, and wildlife spotting.

Yarra Valley: A renowned wine region with cellar doors, 
artisanal foods, and vineyard landscapes.

Victoria
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Northern Territory
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The Northern Territory, located in the heart of Australia, 
is a land of striking landscapes, rich Indigenous heritage, 
and unforgettable outback experiences. Its capital, Darwin, 
offers a laid-back tropical vibe and serves as a gateway 
to the iconic Kakadu National Park, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site known for ancient rock art, crocodile-filled 
wetlands, and lush biodiversity. Further south, the Red 
Centre is home to Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park, where the 
iconic red monolith Uluru and the mystical domes of Kata 
Tjuta rise from the desert, especially stunning at sunrise 
and sunset. Alice Springs, another essential hub, provides 
access to the rugged West MacDonnell Ranges and offers 
immersive insights into Indigenous culture. The Northern 
Territory’s mix of dramatic natural beauty and deep cultural 
significance makes it a unique and captivating destination 
for adventurers and history enthusiasts alike.

Top Attractions

Darwin: Explore Indigenous art at the Museum and Art 
Gallery of the Northern Territory.

Kakadu National Park: UNESCO-listed, with ancient rock art 
and unique wildlife.

Uluru-Kata Tjuta: Famous for Uluru’s red-rock formations 
and cultural significance to Indigenous Australians.

Alice Springs: A hub for exploring the Red Centre and 
natural sites like the West MacDonnell Ranges.



South Australia
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South Australia is a region rich in culture, natural beauty, 
and culinary delights, with Adelaide as its vibrant capital. 
Known for its historic architecture, lively arts scene, and 
renowned festivals like the Adelaide Fringe, the city 
combines cosmopolitan charm with easy access to nature. 
Just outside Adelaide, the Barossa Valley and McLaren 
Vale are among Australia’s premier wine regions, offering 
world-class wineries, gourmet food, and picturesque 
vineyard landscapes. For wildlife enthusiasts, Kangaroo 
Island is a must-visit, where pristine beaches, rugged cliffs, 
and native wildlife such as koalas, seals, and kangaroos 
thrive. South Australia’s blend of cultural experiences, 
scenic coastlines, and wine country appeal to travellers 
looking for a well-rounded and authentic Australian 

adventure

Top Attractions

Adelaide: Visit Rundle Mall, Adelaide Central Market, 
and the Art Gallery of South Australia.

Barossa Valley: World-famous wine region with cellar doors 
and gourmet food.

Kangaroo Island: Wildlife haven with beaches, seal colonies,

and coastal cliffs.

McLaren Vale: Known for wines and scenic coastal views.



Western Australia
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Western Australia, the country’s largest state, is known 
for its diverse and dramatic landscapes, vibrant cities, and 
incredible coastline. Perth, the state capital, combines 
urban sophistication with a relaxed coastal lifestyle, 
featuring beautiful beaches like Cottesloe and the scenic 
Kings Park overlooking the city skyline. To the south, the 
Margaret River region is a paradise for wine lovers and 
surfers, with vineyards, gourmet food, and stunning surf 
beaches. Western Australia’s natural wonders continue with 
the Ningaloo Reef, where visitors can snorkel alongside 
whale sharks, and the rugged Kimberley region, home 
to breathtaking gorges, waterfalls, and ancient rock 
formations. From pristine coastlines to remote wilderness, 
Western Australia offers a unique mix of adventure, 
relaxation, and natural beauty.

Top Attractions

Perth: Beaches like Cottesloe, Kings Park, and Perth Cultural 
Centre.

Rottnest: Just off the coast of Perth, is famous for its 
stunning beaches, crystal-clear waters, and friendly quokkas, 
making it a beloved getaway for nature and wildlife 
enthusiasts.

Margaret River: Wine region with premium wines, beaches, 
and coastal caves.

Ningaloo Reef: World Heritage site for snorkeling with whale 
sharks.

Kimberley Region: Dramatic landscapes like Horizontal Falls 
and the Bungle Bungle Range.



Tasmania
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Tasmania, Australia’s island state, is a haven of unspoiled 
wilderness, rich history, and vibrant culture. Its capital, 
Hobart, boasts a lively arts scene, historic waterfront, and 
attractions like Salamanca Market and the Museum of Old 
and New Art (MONA), which showcases contemporary 
and ancient works. Beyond the city, Tasmania’s rugged 
landscapes unfold with breathtaking beauty: Cradle 
Mountain-Lake St Clair National Park offers hiking, wildlife, 
and dramatic mountain views, while Freycinet National Park 
is home to the iconic Wineglass Bay with its pristine white 
sands and turquoise waters. The island’s rich heritage is 
evident at sites like Port Arthur, a former penal colony that 
provides a glimpse into Australia’s convict past. Tasmania’s 
mix of natural beauty, history, and culture makes it an 
enchanting destination for travellers seeking a unique and 
immersive experience.

Top Attractions

Hobart: Salamanca Market, MONA museum, and waterfront 
dining.

Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair National Park: Hiking, wildlife, 
and scenic lakes.

Wineglass Bay: Famous for its white sands and turquoise 
waters.

Port Arthur: Historic site with insights into Australia’s convict 
history.
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PERTH,  MELBOURNE 
& ADELAIDE 

Perth, Western Australia 
Highlights: 

Perth Botanic Gardens

 Fremantle

Rottnest Island

Margaret River.

Melbourne, Victoria
Highlights: 

Melbourne’s Laneways, 

Great Ocean Road, 

Phillip Island, 

Yarra Valley.

Adelaide, South Australia 
Highlights: 

Adelaide Markets, 

Barossa Valley, 

Kangaroo Island, 

Adeliade Hills

SYDNEY,  ROCK 
& REEF

Sydney, New South Wales
Highlights: 

Sydney Opera House

 Sydney Harbour Bridge

Bondi Beach

The Rocks

Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park, 
Northern Territory

Highlights: 

Uluru (Ayers Rock)

Kata Tjuta (The Olgas)

Aboriginal cultural experiences.

Great Barrier Reef, Queensland
Highlights: 

Snorkelling and diving in the 
Great Barrier Reef

Whitehaven Beach

Daintree Rainforest

Suggested Itineraries
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MOTORHOME 
Motorhome travel in Australia is a popular and adventurous way to
explore the country’s diverse landscapes at your own pace. With a 

well-developed network of campgrounds and caravan parks, travellers 
can easily access iconic destinations such as the Great Ocean Road, the 

Outback, and the coastal routes of Queensland. 

A motorhome allows for flexibility, offering the convenience of 
combining transportation and accommodation in one. This style of 

travel is ideal for those looking to immerse themselves in nature, enjoy 
outdoor activities, and experience the freedom of the open road while 

exploring Australia’s vast and varied terrain.

RAIL 
Rail travel in Australia offers a unique and scenic way to explore the 
vast and diverse landscapes of the country. While the rail network is 
extensive, it is primarily used for long-distance travel between major 
cities and regions, such as the iconic Indian Pacific route from Sydney 
to Perth, and the Ghan, which traverses from Adelaide to Darwin 
through the heart of the Outback. Within cities like Sydney, Melbourne, 
and Brisbane, suburban trains provide efficient public transport 
options. 

Although rail is not the fastest mode of travel across the country, 
it offers a relaxed and picturesque journey, allowing traveller’s to 
experience Australia’s natural beauty in comfort.

These are just some Vista recommendations and provide a well-rounded introduction to Australia’s unique 
landscapes, rich culture, and outdoor adventures. Please do call our sales team for more information or suggestions. 



Entry Requirements 
To enter Australia, most visitors will need to obtain a visa before 

arrival. The type of visa required depends on the visitor’s nationality, 
purpose of visit, and length of stay. Common options include the 

Electronic Travel Authority (ETA) for short-term tourism or business, 
which is available to citizens of certain countries, and the Visitor Visa, 

which allows for longer stays. 

Applications for these visas can typically be completed online. It’s 
important to ensure that your passport is valid for the duration of your 
stay and that you comply with the conditions of your visa to avoid any 

issues upon entry.


